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UM PLANS PUBLIC LANDS, NATURAL RESOURCES LAW CONFERENCE 
MISSOULA—
The 26th Annual University Public Land and Natural Resources Law Conference will 
examine the relationship between private entities and public land resources March 13-15 at The 
University of Montana. Among the many prominent speakers will be Bruce Babbitt, former
U.S. secretary of the interior.
The conference theme, “Public Lands, Private Gains: Yesterday and Tomorrow,” will 
be sponsored by UM’s Montana Public Lands and Resources Law Review and the O ’Connor 
Center for the Rocky Mountain West.
Various government agencies entrusted to manage millions of acres of public lands and 
resources are subject to laws that have historically favored extraction and development of those 
resources. Although these lands are a commonwealth, some argue these laws have allowed private 
entities to become the primary beneficiaries of public lands. However, many current observers 
believe the economy of the Rocky Mountain West is undergoing a significant transition.
The conference will examine the influence of private entities on our public lands policy, 
with an eye toward resources that will become important in the future. Due to the timeliness of 
the issues, the O ’Connor Center partnered with conference organizers to host the event.
“The subject of this conference is at the nexus of the great economic and social
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transition under way here in these Northern Rockies,” said Pat Williams, an O ’Connor Center 
senior fellow.
The conference also will address how new public land policies will require current laws 
to change.
UM law Professor Raymond Cross said, “In the face of finite resources and increased 
development pressure, resource managers will be under increasingly contradictory pressures to 
develop resources on one hand, while protecting them for the benefit of the public on the 
other.”
Conference topics will include the role of private entities on public lands, the proper 
role of private entities in the transition economy and the development of new resource laws 
necessary to ensure the health of public lands.
Scheduled speakers at the conference will include Babbitt; Professor Richard Behan, 
author of “Plundered Promise: The Historical Role of Corporations on our Public Lands” ;
Scott Silver, the director of Wild Wilderness; Bernie Zelaha, executive director of the 
Interstate Legal Defense Fund and former chair of the Sierra Club National Priority Campaign 
to End Logging on National Forests; and Donald MacIntyre, lead counsel for the Montana 
Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, who is currently adjudicating water rights 
on the Flathead Indian Reservation.
For more information and registration, e-mail publand@selway.umt.edu or visit 
www.umt.edu/publicland/26conf.htm. Following is a complete conference agenda:
Thursday, March 13
■ “Public Lands, Yesterday and Tomorrow,” 7:30 p.m., Urey Lecture Hall, keynote
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address by Bruce Babbitt, former U.S. Secretary of the Interior.
Friday, March 14
■ “The Historic Role of Private Entities on Our Public Lands,” 8:30 to 10 a.m., law 
school Castles Center, lecture by Richard Behan, author of “Plundered Promise: The 
Historical Role of Corporations on our Public Lands.”
■ “The New Recreation Resource: Analyzing the Industrialized Recreation Model,” 
10:15 to noon, law school Castles Center, lecture by Scott Silver, director of Wild Wilderness, 
and Jim Posewitz, executive director of Orion Hunters Institute and author of “Beyond Fair 
Chase and The Ethic and Tradition of Hunting.”
■ “The End-commercial-logging Debate: Challenging the Commercial Use of Public 
Lands,” 1 to 3 p.m., law school Castles Center, lecture by Bernie Zelaha, executive director 
of the Interstate Legal Defense Fund and former chair of Sierra Club National Priority 
Campaign to End Logging on National Forests.
■ “The Water Resource: Privatization on the Horizon,” 3 to 4 p.m ., law school 
Castles Center, lecture by Gary Wolffe, Pacific Institute chief economist and co-author of
The New Economy of Water: The Risks and Benefits of Globalization and Privatization of 
Fresh W ater.”
■ “Tribal and State Water: Privatization and Dispute Resolution,” 4 to 5:30 p.m.. law 
school Castles Center, discussion by John Carter of the Confederated Salish-Kootenai Tribes, 
Donald MacIntyre of the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation and 
Susan Cottingham of the Montana Reserved Water Rights Compact Commission.
Saturday, March 15
■ “Federalism and Environmental Protection,” 8:30 to 9:15 a.m., law school Castles 
Center, lecture by Peter Appel of the University of Georgia and author of “The Power of 
Congress ‘Without Limitation’: The Property Clause and Federal Regulation of Private 
Property.”
■ “The Restoration Resource: Private Profit and the Restoration of Our Environment,” 
9:20 to 10:50 a.m., law school Castles Center, lecture by UM economics Professor Tom 
Power and Keith Hammer of the Swan View Coalition.
■ “Closing: A Look Toward Tomorrow,” 11 a.m. to noon, law school Castles Center, 
lecture by Pat Williams, O ’Connor Center for the Rocky Mountain West senior fellow and a 
former U.S. Representative.
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